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Sixties Scoop
By: Piikani Nation Media 

Between 1965 and 1984 the government, then known in our province as Alber-
ta Social Services, removed children from their homes to place them into the 
non-indigenous care of foster homes; this is what is now known as the “Sixties 
Scoop”. As a result, the children were separated from family members and direct-
ly creating a loss to their cultural identity, connections and traditions. 

On Tuesday, February 14, 2017 an Ontario judge ruled that Canada breached its 
“duty of care” to the apprehended children throughout this time. The ruling paves 
the way for an assessment of damages the government will now have to pay. 
Along with the Survivors of the Residential School System, the Sixties Scoop 
have been voicing their experiences such as; physical, spiritual, sexual and psy-
chological abuse, loss of culture, loss of identity, loss of belonging to their bio-
logical families as this battle has been fought in the courts for many years. 

Many from the Piikani Nation community were affected and many have been, 
and are now coming forward, to call upon both the provincial and federal govern-
ments for a shared responsibility of reconciliation. Indigenous Affairs Minister 
Carolyn Bennett said on Tuesday February 14, the government would “absolutely 
not” appeal the ruling, but would push to settle on monetary compensation out of 
court.
Piikani Nation Media sat down with Piikani Nation member Patsy English who 
recalled “an overwhelming sense of culture shock, fear, survival to be child at 
that time whereby in these foster homes, you are taught and forced to alienate 
yourselves from your communities in all manners”. To learn more about the court 
ruling please contact the Indigenous Affairs Minister, the Hon. Carolyn Bennett 
at http://carolynbennett.ca

Piikani Nation Housing Authority Grand-Opening of Six-Plex 

 
On Monday February 20th Piikani Housing Authority welcomed the community to 
the Grand Opening of their 
Six-Plex. The official rib-
bon cutting ceremony was 
conducted by Piikani Nation 
Chief Stan Grier who was 
also accompanied by his 
Council and members of the 
construction team. For more 
information on the six-plex 
or other housing develop-
ments in our community 
please contact Piikani 
Housing Authority at 587-
788-0719

Renewable Energy creates three-
times more jobs than fossil fuels.

Fossil fuels get 4 times the subsi-
dy of renewables.

Renewable energy is expected 
to jump to 25 percent of global 
gross power generation in 2018, a 
rise on 20 percent in 2011 and 19 
percent in 2006.
One wind turbine is able to gen-
erate enough electricity to power 
up to 1,400 households



Joseph Boyden is a Canadian author who 
has penned several books in the past few 
years, some of whom have gained the author 
national and international attention earning 
awards and prizes for his work. Most of 
Boyden’s’ writing and subject matter in-
volves First Nation historic and/or contem-
porary issues. As a result of critical acclaim, 
success and notoriety of his published works 
and their Indigenous subject matter, when-
ever Indigenous matters have come up in 
the media in the past few years, Boyden 
was called upon for insight, perspective and 

comment.  The problem is that Joseph 
Boyden is not Indigenous and does not 
have any First Nation membership in 
North America. 

Aboriginal Peoples Television 
Network (APTN) National News re-
porter Jorge Barrera broke the story 
in late December 2016 claiming that 
there is no evidence to support the 
claim from Boyden the he has any 
Indigenous ancestry and should 
not be called upon when the 
media is discussing Indigenous 

issues. Boyden has since responded, but 
still left a great deal of uncertainty as to his 
Indigenous heritage. 

Appropriation is when an outsider represents 
members or aspects of another culture. In 
this case appropriation took place where 
Boyden was “speaking for” or representing 
the identity of that community to which he 
has no blood or ancestral belonging.  There 
are blatant, clear-cut, incidences such as 
Boyden where he has outright denied an 
Indigenous person from receiving an award 
meant to go to an Indigenous person, but 
there are also cases where these lines be-
come harder to identify. 

John Wort Hannam, who was born in the 
United Kingdom but currently lives in 
Southern Alberta, released a song in late 
2015 called “Man 
of God”. In the 
song he writes 
in “first-person”, 
or as a Blackfoot 
person, about being 
a residential school 
survivor. Most 
would say, it is 
just a song, right? 
Both Boyden and 
Hannam received 
monetary gain from 
their art forms uti-
lizing Indigenous 
identity; monies, 
that most would 
argue, would have better gone 
to an Indigenous artist. The Galt 
Museum in Lethbridge Alberta, 

is now featuring an exhibit running until 
April 30 entitled “Pianos to Power Chords”, 
where Piikani Nation member Ira Provost is 
challenging Hannam and his song through 
an article he wrote called “A Blackfoot 
View of Blackfoot Cultural Appropriation: a 
position paper”.

Indigenous communities have stood idly 
by for generations as the North American 
Settler culture has dominated, and at times 
even sought to own, thus controlling, the In-
digenous culture. Other blatant examples of 
appropriation to Indigenous cultures are the 
recreational use of headdresses at festivals 
and nightclubs, stealing of sacred designs 
for high fashion non-indigenous designers, 
the New Age Movement and the selling of 
Native Halloween costumes. 

Indigenous people have the intellect, talent, 
skill and determination to write books, teach 
correct culture, and to build communities 
from the ground up that accurately repre-
sent who they are and their place in modern 
society. We only need to continue to nurture 
our young Blackfoot students and empower 
their minds to make the best decisions for 
our collective future.

The Appropriation of Indigenous Culture
Submitted 

From the Galt Museum exhibit “Pianos to Power 
Chords” Running now to April 30, 2017
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    HONORING OUR LEADER OF THE PAST 

     

     CHIEF SITTING BEHIND EAGLE TAIL 
     Soowa’tsitapitopii
     Eagle Tail or Sitting on an Eagle Tail, had become head Chief of   
      the North Peigan during the winter of 1874-75, succeeding   
               Bull Head.  

Every month Piikani Nation 
Media will take the time to 
profile Piikani members who 
are striving for excellence in 
their community through their 
family, academic or profession-
al endeavors through our Future 
Leader Profile. This month we 
highlight the accomplishments 
of Tawnya Plain Eagle. 

Tawnya Plain Eagle is 22 years 
of age and has graduated from 
Lethbridge College with a Dig-
ital Journalist diploma. She is 
now continuing her education in 
pursuit of a bachelor’s degree in 
Communications. 

“I wanted to choose a career 
where every day is different and 
I wouldn’t be crammed in an 
office all day long. I also had 
huge interest in media, social 
media, music, movies and the 
ins and outs of the entertain-
ment business. When it came to 
decide a career path, I figured 
communications and media was 
a great way to put both of them 
together”, said Plain Eagle. 

Through her studies and expe-
rience Plain Eagle learned that 
the media is not a glamorous 
industry, it takes a lot of hard 
work and determination. She 

developed an interest of telling 
First Nation stories or telling 
stories herself that showcase the 
Indigenous culture. As a Piikani 
Nation member, Plain Eagle has 
that opportunity to tell stories 
from First Nations perspective 
where in stories and news items 
that cover First Nations interest 
Plain Eagle believes she can 
relate to the story better than 
another reporter who does not 
come from First Nations com-
munity. 

At the moment Tawnya is 
writing for the Calgary Journal 
and has also provided freelance 
articles for the student paper at 
Mount Royal University, The 
Reflector. She also producing 
and hosting The Community 
Producers, a community show 
broadcasted on Shaw TV in 
Calgary which is made up of 
segments produced by staff re-
porters as well as other report-
ers in Calgary. 

“My advice I would give future 
journalist is to work hard and 
don’t be afraid to chase after 
what you want. I’ve learned 

that no one is going to hand 
you opportunities; you have to 
go out and find them yourself. 
Journalism is a career where 
you have to work and if people/
employers see that determina-
tion in you, and have a higher 
chance of getting what you 
want”, remarks Plain Eagle. 

Piikani Nation Media wishes 
Tawnya continued success in 
her career path and futures 
goals!

Future Leader Profile 
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Piikani Nation Chief & Council 
P.O. Box 70, Brocket, Alberta T0K 0H0 TELEPHONE: (403) 965-3940 FACSIMILE: (403) 965-2214 

	  

	  

March 1, 2017  

Oki Piikani,  

On behalf of the Piikani Nation Chief and Council, I sincerely wish you a wonderful upcoming spring! I want to also 
extend a heart-filled Thank You to the staff and volunteers who assisted with the Piikani Nation distribution, without 
whom it would not have been possible.  

At the Chief and Council level, we have been working and establishing partnerships with multiple stakeholders to 
better assist our projects for the benefit of all the Piikani Nation Membership.  

We are currently working with the Alberta Government through meetings with Premier Rachel Notley, Minister 
Shannon Phillips, Minister Richard Feehan and their teams to develop a working plan that will protect our traditional 
territory including their recent developments regarding the Castle Mountain area. Discussions have included a 
traditional Blackfoot designation to which we anticipate a formal naming and ceremony sometime in March 2017. 
Other discussions include how we can best collectively protect the Castle Mountain area through tourism and 
employment while maintaining, through preservation, the historic and cultural integrity of the Piikani to the land and 
the water. It is extremely important that we remind our neighbours at every opportunity that, we as Piikani have 
never surrendered the land.  

Presently our legal team at Gowlings WGL, and the committee members of the Monsel Claim are working with 
Canada and agronomists to discuss the next steps of the claim; these discussions will determine the appropriate 
compensation acceptable to the Piikani Nation.   

This current fiscal year is coming to an end and our financial team is working throughout the Nation’s entities and 
Corporations to prepare for the upcoming audit season.  

Our Nation was honoured as Napi Elementary and Piikani Nation Secondary School hosted former Prime Minister 
Paul Martin on Monday, February 13th. Our schools were chosen to be one of six First Nations in Canada to receive 
support from the Paul Martin Family Initiative. This Initiative will provide additional funding to increase support for 
the education, health and wellbeing of our children in our community schools. Congratulations to the schools, the 
networking teams throughout the community and the Paul Martin Family Initiative for making this possible. 
Investing in our children today will have lasting impacts for our future leaders.  
 
There has been steady progress with the development of a New Travel Center, and various renewable energy options 
for the Piikani Nation. We are also working closely with Piikani Traditional Knowledge Services on the completion 
of the F.E.I.A reports. On February 20, we officially Opened the New Six-plex.   

We send warm wishes to you and your families and will continue working for you, the Piikani Nation.  

On Behalf of Piikani Nation Chief and Council,  

 
Chief Stan (Stanley) C. Grier  
Piikani Nation  
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Healthy Heart Session 
On February 14, Aakom Kiyii Health Services hosted the community-wide Women’s Wellness Information Session at 
the Piikani Crowlodge Multipurpose Building targeting women of all ages. 

The day and session started off with a continental healthy breakfast provide to all participants. Event organizers had 
booths set up providing information for participating to take home. There were various interactive booths and vendors 
that include hair stylist where participants were able to get haircut done. Guest speaker topics included “how to eat 
healthier” that showcased that it doesn’t need or have to be hard when it comes to begin healthy; simple changes will 
help boost your lifestyle. One presenter talked about the heart and how to get it healthy. The speakers conveyed the 
importance of improving one’s health is very important to individuals and those around them. Changes in one’s life can 
include avoiding smoking, eating a proper and healthy diet, and small daily exercise routine to improve a good healthy 
heart. The chiropractor also gave individual treatment for the ladies that wanted or needed individual session. 

Aakom Kiyii Health Services hosted a great workshop and session and topped off the afternoon by gifting roses to all the 
ladies that have attended the sessions. The health center did amazing job! Many participants commented that they would 
like to see more events like this in the future! 
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Board of Director Profile - of Piikani Resource Development Ltd. 

Doane Crow Shoe, President of Piikani Resource Development Ltd., was first elected 
to the Piikani Nation Council in January 2007, and is continuing in his third term as 
Councillor.  Doane works with the Chief and Council towards a goal of advancing 
resource development projects and economic opportunities for the Piikani Nation.    
Doane’s governance and over-site has seen the completion and implementation of 
Piikani Oldman Hydro Limited Partnership (POHLP) which has a 25% equity pur-
chase through ATCO’s 16MW Hydro Electric Facility.  Doane has also finalized 
negotiations for the development of PiikaniLink a 51% equity purchase of the 240KV 
transmission assets through the Piikani Nation in partnership with Altalink.  The work 
of Doane and the team that shared his economic vision resulted with the introduc-
tion and installation of 26 kW of Solar PV Green Energy  on the Piikani Nation, and 
the refurbishment of the  Weather Dancer 900 KW Wind Turbine.  Through Doane’s 
goal of responsible resource development, PRDL developed a commercial gravel pit.  
Doane also oversees the Farming and Ranching component, which installed irrigation 
pivots and is currently managing a five year expansion plan for CY Ranch.  Doane does his best to serve the needs of the 

Piikani Nation as a Councillor and as the Piikani Resource Development Ltd. Board President.

The Peigan Board of educaTion 

It’s been an exciting month for the Peigan Board of Education, Piikani 
Nation Secondary School and Napi’s Playground! Aside from the February 
Family Week break our schools were honoured to have visited a former 
Prime Minister of Canada!! Prime Minister Paul Martin came to our schools 
on February 13, to announce that Napi’s playground was one of six schools 
in Canada chosen to receive funding from the Martin Family Initiative! 
These monies will go to assisting our students directly in the classroom. 

Our schools also hosted a visit with Piikani Elders. In our 
visit we discussed our Elder’s view of education and what 
their hopes are for our children’s future. Our sessions also 
included a presentation by Karen Crow Shoe who lead 
discussions on tradition Piikani concepts. During our fam-
ily week, our staff hosted a Blackfoot Immersion Camp 
whereby Facilitator’s led discussions and groups in practical 
applications of the Blackfoot language.

For more information on PBOE and PBOE schools please 
visit our website at www.piikani.ca
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Piikani Member Playing Hockey in Czech Republic 

Congratulations to Piikani Nation Member Colton Yellow Horn 
who has signed a contract extension with Oril Znojmo of EBEL. 

Napi Friendship Center Presents MMA Fighter Lee Mein.
On week of February 22-24, the Napi Friendship Center based in Pincher Creek, hosted multiple community workshops 
aimed at creating positive activities that the community at large could get involved in. Among these sessions was the in-
clusion of an interactive learning session about self defence and Mixed Martial Arts (MMA). MMA fighter James “Gladi-
ator” Lee Mein was the guest speaker and instructor showcased at this event. 
James “Gladiator” Lee Mein who grew up in Stettler, AB and is a MMA fighter. Currently fighting at the age of 49, he 
began his career as a fighter when he was 42 fighting and train-
ing in both the MMA and UFC. He also is actively training two 
fighters, one of which was his son Jordan Mein, and the other 
Tyson Day.

Mein thrived in MMA but was challenged coming from a small 
town with no gym to train specifically within the boundaries and 
requirements asked of the sport and would therefore have to trav-
el out of the country to find a decent gym to train in. The high-
light of his career would have to be his son fighting in the UFC 
and to have had fighters under his leadership who have made to 
the UFC and being a founding organizer of Lethbridge’s Rumble 
in the Cage event. When it comes to traveling, he likes Las Vegas 
because of the fight venues and the atmosphere of Las Vegas. 
At the Napi Friendship Center sessions he taught participants 
in attendance how to throw a punch and how to kick. The youth 
participating had affair amount of fun and time learning from this 
worthwhile community event!
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Piikani Traditional Knowledge Services 
Happy March! Throughout this past month the staff at Piikani Traditional Knowl-
edge Services (PTKS) has been out and about working with our neighboring schools 
and community organizations that include the Peigan Board of Education (PBOE), 
Southern Alberta Professional Development Consortia, Livingstone Range school 
District, Holy Spirit School Division, and the Galt Museum. This month Jaron 
delivered programming at Canyon Elementary in Pincher Creek and Piikani Na-
tion Schools. PTKS was called upon to participate in Canada-wide art project “The 
Dream Catchers: Exploring the dreams of young Canadians”. PTKS provided a 

connection of a Piikani elder to lead the project in local 
Piikani teachings. You can learn more about this project 
and our participation through our website. PTKS also 
worked alongside the PBOE in participating in an Elder’s 
gathering and workshop hosted at the Ramada in Pincher 
Creek.

 If you would like to hear more about our programs and 
services you can contact us at our office or visit our website: www.piikanitks.org.

Introducing the Piikani Nation Chief Financial Officer!
Piikani Nation Media takes a small portion of time to profile and recognize a member of 
the Piikani Nation departments, entities or corporations. This month we introduce you 
to the Piikani Nation Administration Chief Financial Officer (CFO) Ankit Rana, known 
around the office as simply “Rana”.  

Rana is originally from India, born and raised in a very small agriculture-based town. 
During his mid-teens he moved to Saskatchewan where he pursued and furthered his edu-
cation. Rana’s family constitutes his mother, father and a younger brother. 

Rana has a Bachelor’s degree in Accounting from University of Saskatchewan and is a 
Chartered Accountant (CPA). During his tenure at the university, he held several account-
ing/finance related position in a manufacturing setting and an account firm. Upon gradu-
ating, Rana articled with an accounting firm based out of Calgary. Subsequently, he worked for an American investment 
company out of Calgary, as well. 

Rana has currently been with the Piikani Nation since November 2016; so March will mark his fifth month in the Com-
munity. 

“I’m excited to be here! I must say that I consider myself very lucky to be here, and it has been an honor to serve the Na-
tion as an officer. I have been entrusted with much responsibility and I will continue to work relentlessly to abide by those 
responsibilities,” said Rana. Rana also states that he will continue to strive for building a prosperous Nation with endless 
opportunities, so that we can leave a legacy behind for future generations coming. 
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Piikani Nation  
March 8th, 2017           10am-3pm  
Piikani Employment Services Bldg. 
Contact: Jay Smith 403-965-2002 
Lunch will be provided  

 

 

 

Soup for the  
Soul 

 

 
Location: Napi Friendship Centre  

622 Charlotte Street, Pincher Creek 

+ 

   

Napi Friendship       
Association is 
hosting a 7-week 
Soup for the Soul 
program running 
every Wednesday 
starting March 1st 

through till April 
12th from 10:00 
am till 1:00 pm 

You will learn how 
to make quick and 
nutritional soups 
while networking 
with other parents 

There will be Open 
group discussion 
while learning new 
self-care strategies 

Bring your little 
ones we’ll help you 
watch them  

 

   

Dad’s and grandparents 
are welcome and 
childcare is provided on 
site! Come and learn 
some nutritional recipes 
and have fun cooking 
with some new friends! 

 “Soup For The Soul”  Register 
now! 

 

 Call: Napi @ 403-
627-4224 and 
register with 
Terry & Debbie  
***LIMITED 
SPOTS 
AVAILABLE*** 

March 1st - cook & share a lunch, build a dream board & network  

March 8th - cook & share soup, network and share ideas, Home 
Management discussions 

March 15th - cook & share soup, Mind, Body & Soul discussions  

March 22nd - cook & share soup, stress management workshop 
with Bernice (AHS) 

March 29th - learning to make Fry Bread for Soup day at Napi 

April 5th - cook & share soup, fun day with beginner Zumba 

April 12th -  fun day to be decided by the group 

 

From

galtmuseum.com                         1.866.320-3898

LETHBRIDGE, AB

FEB 04–APR 30.17
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Blackfoot Immersion Camp 
Peigan Board of Education hosted a Blackfoot Immersion Camp, February 
21-24,  at the Crowlodge Multi-purpose Building. The Camp offered students 
the opportunity to engage with Piikani Nation Elders to preserve the Blackfoot 
Language. 

Aakom Kiyii Health Services 
Good Food Bags 
Now Available 

Every 3rd Thursday of the Month 

“Eat Healthy, Stay Fit” 

Pick Up Date
March 16, 20117 

* Orders due one week prior to pick-up 
* Bring your own bag

* $10.00/per bag 

For more information please contact Aakom Kiyii Health 
Services (403) 965-3809



February 22, 2017: Blackfoot Immersion Camp

February 20, 2017: Six-plex opening 

February 13, 2017: Former Prime Minister Paul Mar-
tin visits Piikani Nation Schools

February 12, 2017: Crowsnest Out Post destroyed by 
fire. 

February 13, 2017: Former Prime Minister Paul Mar-
tin visits Piikani Nation Schools

February 22, 2017: Napi’s Friendship Center Associa-
tion presents Lee Mein. 

These photos were taken in and around the community, by the Piikani Nation Media. 


